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Publication by the students of Beth Israel Hebrew School 

Survey  
By: Jordan Burt 

 

I was curious to know how the 

students felt on some questions. 

They treated me with lots of 

respect. I interviewed 2 students 

from Alef to Vav in the Fall of 2007 

with the following questions and 

answers: 

Continues on Page 2 

¢ǳ .ΩǎƘǾŀǘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ƛǎ Φ Φ  

See what some contributors wrote, 

on page 3. 

Interview With 

Morah Hasia 
By: Jordan Burt 

 

Morah Hasia has been teaching at 

Beth Israel from 1992- 1999 as a 

Vav teacher, and is back! Before 

coming to Beth Israel she worked at 

the Center for Jewish Education in 

Baltimore. 

Continues on Page 2 

Beth Israel Welcomes  

Ms. She ri Knauth  

as the New Youth Director  

Interview with Sheri 

Knauth 
By Montana Love 

 

Sheri Knauth is the new Youth 

Director here at Beth Israel.  

She was born in Brooklyn, New 

York.  She grew up with her brother 

Michael and two sisters, Dara and 

Aviva.  She has lived in several 

places throughout her life including 

Kingston NY, Toledo Ohio, 

Reisterstown, MD, Evanston Illinois 

and Pikesville where she currently 

lives. She feels that she is still 

growing and learning.  

Sheri received her Jewish education 

at the Yeshiva from Kindergarten to 

the 8
th
 grade. After 8

th
 grade she 

went to Hebrew High. Her favorite 

part of Hebrew school was the class 

where her teacher allowed the 

class to debate.  

She has been married for fifteen 

years. Her ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ 5ŀǾƛŘΦ  

They have two children, Charlotte, 

five years old and a two year old 

named Benjamin.  

 

Continues on Page 2 



 

2 
 

    

 

  

Survey  

(Continues) 

And the answers are: 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ 

Hebrew school? 

7 music   1 class time   2 JEM   2 

other 

In the future will you send your 

kids to Hebrew school? 

8 yes    2 maybe 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅΚ 

10 Hanukkah   Passover  1 Yom 

Kippur 

How many Jewish kids are in your 

public or private school class? 

Average of 14 people 

How many years of Jewish education 

have you had? 

Average of 5 years 

Do you go to TGIF? 

5 yes 4 no 

How often do go to Shabbat services? 

Average of 2 times a month 

Will you attend Hebrew school after 

your bar or bat mitzvah? 

3 yes  3 no  3 maybe 

Interview with Morah Hasia 

(Continues) 

In Israel, she was an officer in the 

Navy for 3 and a half years.   She 

was in Elementary school during 

the 6 Day War. She was also in the 

Army during the Yom Kippur War.  

She has a Masters degree in Jewish 

history.   She went to college at 

Baltimore Hebrew University. 

Morah Hasia did not have any 

Holocaust relatives, but has a sister; 

Morah Turkel.   Her interests are 

reading, traveling, and going to 

Israel.  Her favorite holiday memory 

was on Passover, with the entire 

family gathered around the table, 

singing songs, and acting out the 

exodus from Egypt.  She feels that 

in Israel you can feel Jewish 

wherever you go. Also, on Friday 

afternoon the streets are busy with 

people running to their homes for 

Shabbat dinner. During Hanukkah 

the streets are lit with blue and 

white lights, Hanukkiot, and 

dreidels. There are also great foods, 

like jelly doughnuts. Morah Hasia 

likes to travel the most to Israel. In 

Israel she likes to travel to Eilat. Her 

favorite food is lamb schwarma, 

and her favorite holiday food is 

meat filled kubbeh. Morah Hasia is 

glad to be back at Beth Israel!   

Interview with Sherri Knauth 

(Continues) 

Prior to joining the Beth Israel 

family, Sheri worked at Bnai Israel 

in Toledo, Ohio for six years. She 

also was a stay-at-home mom for 

four years. So you could say, in a 

way, she had her own Youth Group 

at home.  Sheri has been to Israel 

one time. Her favorite city is 

Jerusalem because the city is the 

heart of the Jewish people.  

SheǊƛΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ¸ƻǳǘƘ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƛǎ 

for everyone to feel welcome 

whether they come to one event or 

ŜǾŜǊȅ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ  {ƘŜ ŦŜŜƭǎ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ 

about how many events you 

ŀǘǘŜƴŘΤ ƛǘΩǎ ŀōƻut picking the parts 

of the Youth Group that you like 

and going to those events. Next 

year will be full of surprises and she 

will continue some of the regular 

events.  As the members become 

creative with their suggestions, the 

activities will continue to grow. Her 

plans for the snack bar are to 

continue to take suggestions while 

keeping popular items in stock.  

SheǊƛΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ 

Beth Israel are the warm, happy 

and funny families that make up 

the most welcoming synagogue 

ǎƘŜΩǎ ŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜƴΦ   
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Hope for a Giving 

Tree 
by Erin Esterson 

First report by Suzanne 

Friedman 

Summary:  

  Anne Frank was a famous 

Jewish girl that was in hiding from 

the Nazi party with Adolf Hitler as 

their leader, during a time that was 

ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘΦ CǊƻƳ !ƴƴŜΩǎ 

attic window, a chestnut tree was 

the only thing she saw. Many have 

seen moths chipping at the tree and 

fungi growing there. Many people 

want to cut it down; many others 

ŘƻƴΩǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘǊŜŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ 

landmark. Why would they want to 

cut it down? 

This chestnut tree is more 

than 150 years old. City leaders in 

Amsterdam and the Netherlands 

have been meeting to talk about 

ǘƘƛǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǘǊŜŜΩǎ ŦŀǘŜΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ 

World War II, the Franks were in 

hiding from the Nazis and Anne 

Frank wrote about this chestnut 

tree in her diary, especially in 1944 

ǿƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ ǿǊƻǘŜ άƻǳǊ ŎƘŜǎǘƴǳǘ tree 

is in full bloom. It is covered with 

leaves and even more beautiful 

ǘƘŀƴ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΦέ 

!ƴƴŜ CǊŀƴƪΩǎ ŘƛŀǊȅ ǿŀǎ 

translated into more than 65 

languages and many readers have 

ǊŜŀŘ !ƴƴŜΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ ƘƻǇŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ 

love of the tree.  

The owner of the property 

where the tree is has said he will 

wait to cut it down at least until 

January. The Dutch Tree 

Foundation is also working to save 

it and keep it alive and stabilized.  

 

Computer Chug Interview 
By Matthew Rogers 

  

For these questions I asked individuals: 

Q: So basically, what do you do in the computer chug? 

:  aƻǊŀƘ {ƘǳŎƘƳŀƴ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘΣ άCƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜƳŜǎǘŜǊ ǿŜ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ IŀƴǳƪŀƘ 
and found interesting facts, then we made a Powerpƻƛƴǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƎŀƳŜǎέΦ 

Q: From the beginning, what interested you in this chug? 

Υ άL ǿƻǊƪ ǿŜƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
ŀǇǇŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǿŀȅέΣ ǎŀƛŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻȅǎΦ 

Q: Do you find working in the library makes it easier to focus? Why or why not? 

Υ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ L ŀǎƪŜŘ ǎŀƛŘ άLǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŎǊŀƳƳŜŘ in on 
ƻƴŜ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǉǳƛŜǘŜǊ όƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅύΦ 

Q: Does the computer chug only use the computers? If not, what else? 

Υ ¢ƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘ ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǇǊƛƴted from the computer 
ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƛǘΦέ 

Q: How often do you visit websites you have never heard of before? 

Υ ά.ŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƴƻǘ ƻŦǘŜƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ΨƳ ƛƴ Iŀȅ ŀƴŘ LΩǾŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ǾŜǊȅ ƻŦǘŜƴ. 
Some of the younger kids, though, may not have heard of these websitŜǎΦέ 

Q: Would you recommend this chug to a friend? 

Υ ά¸ŜǎΣ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƎƻƻŘ ŀǘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƛǘŜ 
ƻǊŘŜǊƭȅΦέ 

Q: What pieces of advice would you give someone who is deciding whether to 
enter, or join, the computer chug? 

Υ ά¢Ƙe work is not easy, but it is a lot of fun and educational.  I would 
ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ Ŏŀƴ ƘŀƴŘƭŜ ƛǘΦέ 

I asked these questions to multiple people: 

Q: If you have a computer at home, do you use it for anything other than games? 

: One of the boys said he used it for writing reports, while a particular girl, 
Rebecca, likes drawing pictures on the computer.  Morah Shuchman says Rebecca is 
an unbelievable artist. 

Q: What was your favorite activity so far? 

: Some people liked reading about archeology and Hanukah, while some other 
people liked the stories. 

Q: What is your goal for the end of the semester? 

: Overall their goal was experiential learning. 
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¢ǳ .ΩǎƘǾŀǘ 
By: Jake Rosenbaum 

 

¢ǳ .ΩǎƘǾŀǘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ƳŜ ŀ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ 

happiness, because it is the 

trees birthday. You will be 

helping nature and trees when 

you  plantΦ ¢ǳ .ΩǎƘǾŀǘ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ 

nature and trees. The Jews   

made a law that you cannot cut 

down trees when you are in 

war.  Even then you should 

protect nature. Also, you cannot 

eat the fruit of a tree until it is 

at least five years old.  You 

should recycle and   plant trees 

ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ƻƴ   ¢ǳ .ΩǎƘǾŀǘΦ 

I am happy that the trees get a 

holiday and a birthday.  You 

should plant trees where there 

are not a lot of flowers and 

trees and help the earth to be 

clean and nice. 

¢ǳ .ΩǎƘǾŀǘ 
By :David Stein 

 

¢ǳ .ΩǎƘǾŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ōǳǘ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ Ƴȅ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ƛǘ 

is a day when you plant trees. Planting is a very important idea. You can plant on this 

holiday with your friends and your family. Trees are important for our life. So please, 

stop and plant a tree.  

 

¢ǳ .ΩǎƘǾŀǘ 
By: Jordan Dinkin 

 

¢ǳ .ΩǎƘǾŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ άHappy BƛǊǘƘŘŀȅέ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜǎΦ   ¢ǊŜŜǎ don't just 

stand around for anything.  If trees were not around, you would not be around. 

Trees give you oxygen and fruit such as the bananas, pears, apples and oranges. 

Since it is impossible to remember the birthday of every single tree, the Rabbis 

thought of one day that would be ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘǊŜŜΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ ŀ Řŀȅ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ƴŜǿ ǘǊŜŜǎΦ  

I feel the need to preserve and protect trees because I want to exist! Those are my 

ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎ ŦƻǊ ¢ǳ .ΩǎƘǾŀǘ. 

¢ǳ .ΩǎƘǾŀǘ 
By: Jake Rosenbaum 

 

L ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ ¢ǳ .ΩǎƘǾŀǘ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ 

holiday because he made the 

trees for us to live. So he 

thought he should praise them 

for the specialty.  God gave us 

trees to preserve us, to protect 

us, to save us and to help us 

survive, because he would not 

want his creations to die or 

disappear. He would not want 

us to disappear because he did 

not create us to kill us.  Trees 

give us many things: food, air, 

fruit and more. Without them 

we could not live, and without 

living we could not celebrate 

the holiday. 
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Tu BΩshvat 
By Montana 

 

Tu BΩshvat is a very special day. 

[ŜǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀ ǘǊŜŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅ 
hooray. 

What would we do without trees? 

They give us fruits, oxygen and veggies. 

5ƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜǊ Ŏǳǘ ǘǊŜŜǎ ŘƻǿƴΦ 

¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǳǎΣ 

especially now. 

SO HAPPY BIRTHDAY, TREES!!!!!! 

 

Tu BΩshvat  
by Matthew Rogers 

 

As spring arrives and the environment turns leafy green, you 

ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ¢ǳ .ΩǎƘǾŀǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ ¸ŜǎΣ  

¢ǳ .ΩǎƘǾŀǘΣ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜǎΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳϥǊŜ ƛƴ LǎǊŀŜƭΣ 

you'll see new trees being planted everywhere. If you're in the 

United States you'll see people just eating fruits from trees like 

dates. But no matter what, we are still celebrating. I think Tu 

.ΩǎƘǾŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƘƻƴƻǊable holiday. After all, we are thankful 

for all the things trees give us: paper, tables, chairs, desks, 

maybe even medicines. Without trees we would not even be 

ƭƛǾƛƴƎΣ !ŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƻȄȅƎŜƴΦ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ ¢ǳ .ΩǎƘǾŀǘ 

is a great way to remind people to plant trees, rather than cut 

down hundreds of trees every day. To summarize, I think that 

¢ǳ .ΩǎƘǾŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ Ŧǳƴ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ kind of important. 

¢ǳ .ΩǎƘǾŀǘ 
By: Jordan Burt 

 

I feel that the environment should be protected 

ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŜǾŜǊΦ  ¢ǳ .ΩǎƘǾŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 

make us think about the environment and how we 

should take care ƻŦ ƛǘΦ ¢ǳ .ΩǎƘǾŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜƳƛƴŘ ǳǎ ƻŦ 

Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden.  Also, our 

environment has been suffering for many years of 

waste, pollution and garbage decomposing. Our 

environment needs protection or the foods we eat 

will die, such as grapes, apples, bananas, pears, 

peaches etc. Another big reason for the destruction 

of the environment is deforestation.  It destroys 

more and more rainforests every year, causing 

natural foods, medicines, spices and animal homes 

ǘƻ ōŜ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘΦ  ¢ǳ .ΩǎƘǾŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘo care.  So 

please, help our environment on Tu .ΩǎƘǾŀǘ ŀƴŘ 

forever!!! 

 

¢ǳ .ΩǎƘǾŀǘ 
By: Isaac Foote 

 

L ƭƻǾŜ ¢ǳ .ΩǎƘǾŀǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘǊŜŜǎ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǎ ŦƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ 

help build things and they give us paper.  It is also 

fun to climb on.  They also give us shade. 
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The 3D views of the trees below were designed to be viewed with a red lens over 

the left eye and a blue over the right eye.  

  

How Do Voldemort And Adolf Hitler Relate? A Lot More Than You Think 
By Matthew Rogers 

  

Voldemort, the most evil wizard of Harry Potter, and Adolf Hitler, the terrible leader of the Holocaust, are alike with many 
similarities when you think about it. First of all, you know they are both evil and have caused many deaths. You might also know 
they had many followers before they were put down. They forced many people to do things they did not want to do. They both had 
evil goals and anyone in their way was killed. They were merciless and spared no one.  But you may not know that J.K. Rowling (the 
ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ƻŦ IŀǊǊȅ tƻǘǘŜǊύΣ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ƻƴŎŜ ǎǘŀǘŜŘΣ ά±ƻƭŘŜƳƻǊǘ ƛǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭȅ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƘǳƴƎǊȅΣ ǊŀŎƛǎǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅέΦ L ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǎƻ racist and 
ŜǾƛƭ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜƳ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜΣ άǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ Ƴǳǎǘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ƴŀƳŜŘέΣ όŀǎ ƛƴ IŀǊǊȅ tƻǘǘŜǊΣ άƘŜ ǿƘƻ Ƴǳǎǘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ƴŀƳŜŘέύΦ ¸ƻǳ 
might also not know both of their parents died before either of them reached the age of 20. We know for the most part at least, 
Voldemort never knew his father. His father was forced to marry his mother with a love potion, and because of this when his father 
found out, he left the mother. Then an hour after Voldemort was born, his mother died. As for Adolf, his father died when he was 
14 and his mother died when he was 18.  Who knows if their isolation and loneliness led to their outcome, no one does. All we 
know is their outcome and that they will be feared and hated for a long time. Those are some similarities between Voldemort and 
Adolf Hitler. 


