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When you ask these “gems”
a question what will their
answer be?

We asked our Jems few
guestions, not only one.
The answers are on the
next page . . .
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A word from the editors ...

What is JEM?

JEM stands for Jewish Enrichment Magnet
Beth Israel is the only religious school in our
area that offers a choice of educational
programs.

Who are we?

We are told that JEM represents the students
who are GEMS in every sense of the word and
choose to attend an additional day.

What do we do in JEM?

JEM offers many hands-on experiences and
more advanced Modern Hebrew studies

We learn to speak Hebrew words and phrases,
use the computers, learn Israeli dances, do
many fun projects and explore Judaic subjects
more deeply. We even have our own magazine,
which you are holding now in your hands

Why are we in JEM?

Indeed, we wish to keep the chain of our
heritage alive. We do not wish to be the weak
link of this chain. We Enjoy learning about
being Jewish, in new and exciting ways

What do we gain?

It is a truly wonderful program! Every day we
attend is, for us, a celebration of Jewish life.
We are very proud to devote more time to our
Jewish education and we applaud our parents
and all those, parents and students alike, who
would make this choice in the future.

What do we want?

To have you come and “taste” with us the fun-
filled and exciting activites we have been
experiencing the whole year.
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Youth Groups!!

By Josh

_Bonim ,|_l\/Iachar ,LKadima - Oh
My! We all know that we can do fun
activities with the youth groups. They
are fun, enjoyable activities. We have
done bowling, movie night, and the
chocolate Seder. There is always food
and drinks, and you can see your
friends. If you join, it costs less to
attend. Join Now!!!!
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@aceful Shabbat \

By Chloe and Becky

Silent night, beautiful and magical,
Shining like a star.

The candles for Shabbat,
Beautiful prayers, we sing along.

We gather around the table eating
Sweet sweet chalah and drinking winty
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Feelings

By Naomi and Hailey

During Yom Haatzmaut everybody was
very joyful that it was Israel’s
birthday. We felt grateful for another
year without harm to our country. We

all had a very fun time making our
postcards and waving our flags. Every
body loved the songs and stickers. But
we wish that maybe it could be a little
more lively. Maybe some dancing, a
play or a skit, some Israeli food, or
design our own flags. Those are just a
few suggestions to make this
wonderful day better. As we should all
know lIsrael is now 59 years old so we
thought for the big 60 we could do a
couple more activities. Over all it was

a bundle of fun!

Independence for Israel
By: Chloe

Israel deserves independence,
And to be treated right.
It's the time when Israel
Is in the spotlight.
Jews pray for protection
For everyone in sight.
It's the day we celebrate
with lots of joy
And we celebrate with girls and boys.

3

th Israel Hebrew School



Chagim

A long time ago, we were
slaves in Egypt. We
worked in the sun, so
there was no time to play
and have fun, while the

Egyptians  slapped us
with hard hard whips, so

we had to rest.

Purim is fun, laughter and

games. Queen Esther saved the
Jews and Haman got arrested.
He wanted to do a disaster and
kill all the Jews, but Esther

made sure the Jews were safe
after she saved them they all
said...

Its like a tent its

so tall so bright,

the sun threw the top
with a big bright light

the sun shines in and
makes the room orange
yellow the Sukkah has
snacks and drinks,

but its outside so there
are no sinks so

you dip your hands in

a bowl of water and

it leaves your hands shiny
and clean but the Sukkah
is not very sturdy so be
sure not to lean on.

Mosaic floor, from the 5 th Century
at the Beit-Alfa synagogue in Israel

By: Alyssa

On March 4, 2007, many congregants got to enjoy the annual Purim
Spiel. This year, we did a show called “Springtime for Haman,” based on
the Broadway show, “The Producers”. Making many pe ople laugh, the
senior Rabbi plotted to make the worst spiel ever i n order to get fired so
he could get a better job elsewhere. Featuring the “loveable, huggable”
Barney as Haman, everyone had an enjoyable time. T he Youth Choir also
participated in the spiel. We would like to thank Mrs. Sugar for her
dedicated work. Also, a special thanks to Shmuel P lotsker, our director,

and Andrew Halpern, our Youth director, for all of their help. Our viewers

also got to be in the show, when they go to “walk t he walk” and compete
to be the new queen of Shushan in our beauty pagean t. In conclusion,
everyone had a great time and we hope to continue o ur wonderful spiel

tradition, many more years to come.

Purim and Halloween are two
very different holidays. Purim

is a holiday based on a story
from the Jewish culture. When

we celebrate Purim, we dress
up in costume and tell the

story of Purim. There is a
special custom where when
ever someone say the name
Haman, which is the villain in

the story, everyone makes as
much noise as possible. Also,
on Purim, you give food
baskets to people called,
Mishloach Manot, to show that

you care for them.

Halloween is a totally different
Holiday than Purim. Halloween
is a holiday that celebrates
saints. On Halloween people
dress up in costume and try to
scare people. Also, People go
with friends and family to other
people's houses to ask for
candy. Not only is this unsafe
it is also dangerous.

These are the differences

The Big News is a publication by the students of Be

4

th Israel Hebrew School




Sandy Koufax

By: Michael
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Current Events

Virginia Tech Massacre

Recently, Virginia Tech had a horrible massacre. M any students were
in a position where their lives were in danger. En gineering Professor
Liviu Librescu was able to use his past experiences as a Holocaust
survivor to save all of his students. He quickly i nstructed his students
to jump out of the window, as he held the door shut . All students were
safe, however, the Professor was killed. His body has been flown to
Israel to be buried with honor. All of the students that he saved e-
mailed his children to thank them for their father’ s bravery

Exile and Return

Spanish Foreign Minister Miguel Angel Moratinos sai d it is time to settle
“a very old debt”. This refers to the past expulsi on of Jews during the
Spanish Inquisition. The Spanish government based a new educational
and cultural center to honor the once important Jew ish community.
The Casa Sefarad-Israel will study Spain’s Jewish h istory and stage

Aultural events.

A Short History of the Bagel

The invention of the "bagel” is attributed to a Jew ish baker who lived in
Vienna, Austria in 1683. The Polish king Jan Sobie ski had successfully
protected the people of Vienna from the Turkish inv aders, and the baker
wished to express his thanks to the king. Since kin g Jan was a keen
horseman, he baked him a special roll in the shape of a riding stirrups

(called “Beugal” in his native language).

Bagels have remained a favorite of the Jewish peopl e since that time,
and Jewish immigrants brought bagels with them when they settled in
other countries, including America, at the beginnin g of the 20 t century.

1st Israeli Journalist in Saudi Arabia

Saudi Arabia has admitted an Israeli journalist for the 1 st time. Orly
Azoulay, a U.S.-based correspondent for Yediot Acha ronot, arrived in
Riadh as part of a press delegation with UN secreta ry-general at the

Arab League summit. Though Azoulay had been denied a visa, when
she landed, a representative of the Saudi informati on ministry told her:
“Welcome, you have nothing to worry about, we will all watch over you

here. You are our guest.”
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By: Jordan D.

Ms. Snow chose to
teach little kids because
they make her happy and
laugh! She really enjoys it!
watching them grow from
preschool to elementary.
Marcy also works with
HaBonim and Machar,
second through fifth

For Machar, she does something once a month. She
normally plans something social, or an activity
sometimes related to holidays.

Members cando bowling, hay mazes,
movies, and have so much fun! "It's a good way for
kids to be with friends", she says. "In March, the
Chocolate Seder takes place, which is so delicious.
We hang out a lot." For HaBonim, kids do the same
thing, but every other month for the younger kids.
The HaBonim are 2nd and 3rd graders, and Machar
are 4th and 5th graders.

Marcy has been teaching preschool for ten years
and leading youth groups for eight years. Evan, he r
oldest son, started in fourth grade (eight years ag 0)
in Machar, and Beth Israel needed someone to be in
charge so she did it because she wanted Evan to be
involved in the Beth Israel Youth groups.

Outside of Beth Israel, Marcy teaches a Parent-
Child class at Temple Emanuel. She also likes to
throw parties so she is good at planning things for

the kids. Her favorite part about teaching is that it
is always different; never like the day before, an d
the kids are special, which makes her feel special.

Her least favorite part is changing
“POOPY diapers™

Both of her boys have gone to Hebrew School at
Beth Israel. Evan is finished and graduated the
Ma'alot program and also continues at the Beth
Israel USY. Jeremy is in his last year of Hebrew
School and will be a Bar Mitzvah this fall. Like h is
brother, Jeremy will be in Ma'alot. Ma'alot is the

post B'nai Mitzvah Confirmation class for both boys

and girls.

Marcy is also in charge of Tot Shabbat, which is a
Saturday one-hour service for preschool children.
They hear stories, sing songs, do prayers, have
shacks, and enjoy seeing "Shirley the Shabbat
Fairy".

Beth Israel is very lucky to have Marcy Snow. She
is so involved and cares so much about the children
of Beth Israel.
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By: Joshua D.

Morah Myerberg is
our Aleph teacher
and JEM teacher.
She finds teaching
rewarding and she
likes being taller
than everyone else.
She enjoys teaching
kids who like to
learn.

Morah Myerberg is also involved with the drama
chug on JEM days. She likes the chug, especially
when the play is not all in Hebrew. Morah
Myerberg has been teaching eleven and a half
years.

So how did she find Beth Israel? She started
out teaching at Beth Israel as a substitute for 6
weeks. Before she knew it, the six weeks turned
into six months! Then, the Aleph class was getting
so big; they asked her to be a permanent teacher fo
the Aleph class. She has been teaching at Beth
Israel for ten and a half years.

Morah Myerberg is a proud Beth Israel
graduate. So are her children, who are now in
Ma’alot. She is a CPA (certified public accountant)
She says: For me, the hardest part about teaching
is that | have to balance teaching with taxes. Also
have to fit a, what used to be, 3 day curriculum in
what is now a 2 day session.” Morah Myerberg was
raised in a Jewish home. Her house was kosher,
and she went to synagogue every Saturday. Morah
Myerberg is doing a wonderful job, and we all hope
that she will be here for many years to come.
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By: Michael

Leila Liberman is the president
of the Parent Association at
Beth Israel Congregation. She
wanted to become president
because she wanted to know
what goes on in the school.
She also wanted for her son to
have a better education then

she and her husband had.

One of Leila’s favorite parts about being the Paren t
Association president is that she gets to learn a

little bit more about the Jewish holidays and speci al
occasions. Leila’s least favorite thing about bein g
the president is not always having enough

volunteers for the many Parent Association

projects.

During the day she is a clinician and teacher at th e
University of Maryland Dental School. She is a

teacher because she says it is rewarding. She says

that she gets a rewarding feeling when the

knowledge her students have gained from her is

utilized in a patient care setting.

When she gets a chance she would like to go to

Israel because she has not yet had the opportunity

to do so. She sends her child to Beth Israel Hebre w
School because her family has a bond with Beth

Israel.

Leila wanted to take on the responsibilities of bei ng
Parent Association president because it gave her a
chance to be involved with events at Beth Israel.

She also wanted to meet new people. She is glad
someone new is going to be taking responsibility

next year, but she will be more than happy to help

out. | think Leila has done a great job as the

President of the Parent Association. We should all

be thankiful for the hard work she has done for Beth
Israel.
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By Rebecca E.

Everybody knows Morah
Sugar. Well | got the inside
scoop on her from the past and
her life at Beth Israel. She has
been teaching for 26 years.
However, she has never
belonged to any other

congregation and has been here since she was a
mom. Mrs. Sugar is always very busy and works
nonstop but she always enjoys the job she is given.

Out of all of the activities that happen here
at Beth Israel, Mrs. Sugar enjoys working with the
choir the most. She feels that performing at the
Weinberg Village is the most rewarding because it i S
welcoming and the people are very appreciative.
Morah Sugar says that her favorite part of Beth
Israel is the people because everyone is friendly.
However, there is never enough time to complete
the desired amount of work. Her fondest moment
here at Beth Israel was the V’zot HaTorah program.
She loved having the opportunity to teach everyone
new songs such as “Part of a Chain”. She also got
involved with the creation of our new torah by fill ing
in one of the words.

Morah Sugar was born in Baltimore in the
Liberty Road area. As a child she attended Beth
T'filoh for her Jewish education. She traveled to
Israel 3 times and once with our Rabbi Goldstein.
Every time she went to Israel she visited our siste r
city, Ashkelon.

Mrs. Sugar first started playing the piano
when she was only 4 years old. When she was a
kid, playing the piano for her was just a hobby and
she didn't even take lessons. Her mother
encouraged her to play and her mother also played.
Mrs. Sugar has been playing the piano for 50 years
or more. As Mrs. Sugar got older she became better
at the piano and later, her mother gave her a new
piano, which Mrs. Sugar uses now. Morah Sugar
also taught music at Baltimore City public schools
but she stopped teaching there when her children
were born. Mrs. Sugar has been here for a very
long time and we all hope for much longer.
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By: Allyah

My grandmother is loved by everybody at Beth

Israel. She has worked here for 20 years.

Her favorite part about working at Beth Israel is t
wonderful members. Filing papers is Theresa's least
favorite part about working at Beth Israel. 20 year
ago my grandmother was a single mother and
needed a job. So, she applied to work here and then
she started as a book keeper. She has worked her
way up since then.

According to Theresa Beth Israel should not change
the way that it works. Since my grandmother has
worked here for so long she does not feel the need
to study the Jewish culture. Yes, Theresa does like
working here because of all
members and people. Before my grandmother
worked at Beth Israel she worked at a temp agency
and it was very different because every day was
different. But here, at Beth Israel, my grandmother
does not have to travel that often, and she loves
that.

That is the story of Theresa Ekovich.
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By: Matthew & Joshua

What do Beth Israel students think about our
school?

The first question was “What do you enjoy
most about Beth Israel?” The majority went with
“Able to see friends” which had nine votes. Top
choice runner up was “Activities” which consisted o f
Six votes.

The rest of votes are as follows: Learning Jewish
Religion with three votes, Learning about holidays

with two votes, Teachers with one vote, and Songs
and Prayers and Able to read torah now/soon both

had no votes. Overall, these results are not to
shocking.

The next question was “Are you going to
continue your Jewish education after your Bar/Bat
Mitzvah?” Most people said “Yes” of which had ten
votes. Then “Maybe” came close by with nine votes.
The “No” answer only had two votes. In the end,
most people agreed that they will continue to learn
about Judaism.

We all attend J.E.M. But, how many regular
students do? Well, 50% of the Dalet 1 class attends
J.E.M. Six said yes, and six said no. How many kids
in your class attend J.E.M.? You should find out!

The last question was “ What do you not enjoy
about Beth Israel?” The majority went with
“Homework” with five votes. Second was “Extra
school hours” and “Teachers” both with two votes.
Other votes are as follows: Learning songs and
prayers with one vote, and Learning Hebrew with
zero votes. Overall, most kids do not like homework

So what is the average Beth Israel student like?

The average Beth Israel students like to be able to
see friends. They will also continue their educatio n
after their Bar/Bat Mitzvah. They might attend
J.E.M. and they don't like the homework they are
given. Are you the average Beth Israel student?
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Holocaust
.

| learned that over 1,000,000 children died. Also, | learned
Holocaust means murder. All the people were so inno cent. The
leader of the Germans was named Adolf Hitler. The H olocaust
was very scary and all the people were screaming. W e loved all
the people especially Anne Frank whose family had n 0 reason
to be killed. We are so lucky that her dad Otto Fra nk survived.

| am thankful for peace, freedom, family, food, she Iter, clothes,
and medicine. Also, | am lucky because we have scho ol and we
are all very smart. Also, we have friends. | loved all those
people who died and always will.

Today | learned that the word
“Jew” was written inside the
badge that Jews had to wear.

| also learned that some Jews
were able to escape
concentration camps in order
to be with their families.

Some things | am thankful for
are: Having more peace than
the people used to, having
shelter, medicine, having nice
clothes and shoes, having
food, family, and not being
alone. These are all the things

that the Jews in
concentration camps didn’t
have.

Sophie R.

/Today | learned that we are alive to

eliminate wickedness. When we beat
the Germans and Hitler, there was
great joy. The Holocaust was very
scary for a lot of people. | am very
thankful for who | am and what |
have. | am healthy. | am not a slave.
I do not live in a concentration camp.

| have a mother and a father. I live in
a house. | have good food. I have
clothes. A lot of people in the
Holocaust wanted things that | have
today.

Boris

m learned

thaﬁ

Holocaust means
murder and very bad
things happened in
concentration camps,
such as not getting
much food and
getting  your  hair
shaved off.

Rebecca G.

| learned your hair will get shaved off when you ar
concentration camp and that in the camp you die fro m
being very sick. | learned that Holocaust means mur der. |
am thankful for being free and for having a mother and
father to take care of me. | am thankful for being
be a Jew and not getting killed for being one.

eina

able to

Jacob H.
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Smart People Page

S

By Danny

Q. Why did the bunny rabbit smile?

c 3 A 21
+4 +9
Y 10 P 0
-2 -2
w 4 U 5
+16 +4
B 1 S 0
+1 +0
I 20 E 0
+3 +0
T 24 E 50
+3 + 50
S 4 O 27
+9 + 36
H 0
-4

2-100-7-30-9-0-1  23-27

-4-30—2—2-8

20-30-13
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Solution:

By: Montana
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By Alyssa

This is Joshua Danoff’s first time being involved with the B.I.G. News. He chose to be in newspaper
because it is interesting and he’s never done it be fore. Josh thinks that other J.E.M. students shou Id join
his Chug because it's enjoyable and fun. He also believes that it is a good opportunity. Joshua’s favorite
part about being in newspaper is that you get to kn ow that other people are reading something you wrot e.
He also stated that it's a good accomplishment. He thinks that it is a good feeling to know that ever yone is
willing to listen to your ideas. Journalism influe nced his decision because he likes writing. Some q ualities
that Josh thinks that you need to have in order to be successful in newspaper are being responsible,
patient, and willing to challenge yourself. You al so need to stay positive and think ‘outside of the box'. It
was very interesting talking to Joshua, and you sho uld definitely consider joining the newspaper Chug.

Hello.
| am Josh!

By: Eliza

Yom Hashoah is Holocausts memorial day. Beth Israe | celebrated this sad holiday by singing
songs about the war, and the many people that did n ot survive. The students lit candles in honor of t he
6,000,000 Jews who have died. "It was very meaning ful." Chloe Buergenthal said. "I think it is import ant
to celebrate this holiday.

The Holocaust started in 1933, when Hitler was appo inted Chancellor (Vice President) of Germany.
Jews were forced to wear yellow stars that said the word “jew”. Later, Families were separated, and s ent to
concentration camps. There, Jews of all ages, peri shed. The Holocaust finally ended in 1945. It las ted
twelve years. Even though it ended, 6,000,000 Jews were gone, and out of the 6,000,000 one million an da
half Jewish children were murdered.

The Holocaust was a very terrible time. During Yom Hashoah, we commemorate all those people

whose lives were abruptly ended.
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History of Beth Israel

By Jenna M.

Beth Israel just celebrated its 50th Birthday. It a I
started in 1956 when ten families got together to
form a conservative congregation. Their first
location was in Randallstown on 10 acres of land.
In 1959 the congregation was growing so fast that
they started building a Sanctuary, social hall, and
auditorium. In 1963 they merged with Mikra-
Kodesh. Beth Israel Pre-school and Hebrew school
were started. In 1968 the first permanent
Sanctuary was dedicated, additional classrooms
were added and they renovated the auditorium.
Beth Israel’s membership grew so much that they
were able to start a Sisterhood, Brotherhood and
youth department. In 1994, the religious school’'s
enrollment was the highest of any other religious

school in Maryland.

But then Jewish families started moving from Randal Istown to Owings Mills/ Reisterstown. Beth Israel
started looking for a new location and held Hebrew school at Franklin Middle School as a satellite
location. In 1994 a new building was purchased on C rondall Lane. On May 30, 1994 the last service was
held in Randallstown and a few hours later the firs t evening service was held in their new home.
Renovations were started to make the building look like a sanctuary. In 1996, when Beth Israel
celebrated its 40th Birthday, the first Shabbat ser vice was held in the new David Phillip Gresser
Sanctuary. The driveway was named Mitzvah Lane by B altimore County and Beth Israel became known
as “The Miracle on Mitzvah Lane”. To celebrate the 50t Birthday Beth Israel commissioned the first scroll
made specifically for the congregation and invited members to help write out the text of the ancient
scripture. The Sefer Torah was dedicated on June 4, 2006 and a Gala celebration was held to celebrate.
/ Ending with a smile ...(By: Ben) \

Q: A cowboy went into a town on Saturday. Q: Why did the chicken cross the street?

He stayed for a week and left town on A: It wanted to get to the other side . . .

Monday. How is it possible? Q: Why did the duck cross the street?

A: The name of his horse was Monday . . . A: The chicken was on vacation . . .

Q: What is the difference between a jailer Q: What goes around the world and never leaves

and a jeweler? its corner?

A: The jeweler sells watches and the jailer A: Astamp. ..

watches cells . . .

Q: Why did the cookie go to the doctor?

v: It was feeling crummy . . . /
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